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Scavengers—Nature’s clean-up crew

material as they feed, they cannot digest scavengers, eating dead or wounded an
the cellulose which is the substance that mals, while Remoras would swim nea
gives wood and plant material its the sharks or other large fish and ea
strength. So in a termites’ stomach, there their scraps.
are microorganisms called protozoa Therefore we see that scavenging is
which produce the enzymes that break dirty but necessary job. Without it ther
“swn the cellulose. Earthworms which  would be a build up of dead and decayin
py the way are detritivores; aerate the matter which in addition to being
soil as they dig to make their nests. breeding ground for diseases, also holi
But scavenging is not a full-time job many valuable nutrients that need to b
for all organisms that carry out this func- released for recyeling by the organism
tion. Take for example, birds like Crows present in various ecosyvstems
that will cecasionally eat the remains Scavenging is also viewed as a demean
animals killed on the road or Sea Gulls ing job, however many top predators U
that will pick between garbage on the both terrestrial and aquatic ecosystem
shore. In terms of larger animals there do resort to scavenging to supplemen

draw attention to certain groups of
in or overlooked '
in this case those get rid of the dead and

ecosystems around the world.

sl e B g oo o
mention group of o § comm
referred to as “mvangers'riut they should be
considered nature's “clean-up crew”. We will see
from this article that ncavangamhlgea very

important role in our ecosystems are Hyenas which are known scavengers their diet, as do animalis lower down [
ed some unigue features and lifestyles that help of the mammal world but do hunt as the food web that usually hunt for thei
them carry out their function. well. Finally there are Lions, one of the prey But those who do it for a living lik

top predators which will resort to scav- the Turkey Vulture are well adapte
enging prey caught by other animals. physically for this job. So that no job ca

Scavengers are not only present in ter- be considered too small nor can a
restrial ecosystems but in aquatic ones organism be considered too small o
as well. For example in the ocean, young insignificant when it comes to the func
Eels will eat dead crustaceans and fish. tioning of an ecosystem and in turn th
Sharks are one of the top predators in functioning and existence of our envl
the oceanic food web but they also act as  ronment.

Nature's clean-up team can be thought of as
of two sections, the primary one con-

sists of the scavengers which feed on dead or
decaying matter including plants, detritus,
corpses and carrion. While the secondary team
consists of decomposers, also referred to as sapro-
trophs, which are microscopic such as bacteria,
while the larger ones include fungi. 1 will be
emphasising more on the function of the scav-

is carried out by a wide iety of
15 0 VAarl
arachnids

Scavenging
organisms such as, birds,

ces like Dung beetles, are referred to as
coprovores. However when animals specialise on
feeding on decaying plant matter they are
refi to as for example millipedes
which faadonmemattnrmdndgythadamm-
posers, thus helping to further break it down.
Scavengers and decomposers are vital to the

the
ease causing organisms referred to as pathogens.

MNow that we have mﬁuﬁ#ﬂmn{ ani-
mals are considered decomposers,
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Turkey Vultures are the best group of animals
to use as an example of how scavengers are adapt-
ed to their thhe]rmalmmtmﬂﬂmumw-
engers. Their erless head and neck allows

ecosystems, like
deserts, it is all a matter of timing. Some of the
scavengers found in thi: ecosystem include ter-
mites and decothpose - such as bacteria and

as the S¢=~ra deser' there are about 40 species of
termites *h sper "=ing in a different type of
food. Althuugh ter ‘sically brea® = the




