perate and polar w, nd
are a source of food to both
marine organisms and humans
and are also important in reef
development. They provide a

in vm?iity of pm:lut:.'i::mt n;re ind
a us-
trial, pharmaceutical and a !
Elagllnlgx. and as a source of
have wide

Although seaweeds
distribution, thegenead at least
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area and these the of
seawater or bra

presence
h water and
) sunlight for photosynthe-

sis. are commonly
found in tliemﬁ{toral' zone of
the elevation at

coasts,
which th found
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spray.

Seaweeds also simple in
their structure m but
they are quite complex organ-
is i terres-

2d a thallus and is comprised

of four main parts; the lamina,

i i o ot
a’

restria lmm’ - the
do not possess veins. It is the lami-

However, there are thou-
sands of seaweed species in the
world therefore there must be

some way of classifying them.
:Yee classifying

The simplest ways of
seaweeds are by colour and mor-
structure.

egories based on their colour;
green, brown and red. The red
algae get otgmlgolg fr?m
presence of a pigmen
phycobilin, the concentration of
which is so great that it hides the
mn chlorophyll present. But
type of algae is not always
red, and comes in a variety of
II's T from pink to red

with br

is produced when a yellow pig-
ment is present in greater
mt;l.un_m than g ﬁa:d chloro-
&mﬁﬂw iRy G brown

exclusively found
in marine ecosystems, whils

have flexible joints but the
segments between the joints are
hard. However,

prini'ng up to about 30% of the
reef e other species provide
shelter and protection to some
manys. marin:h a&m lbr o
] exam-

Elh' the small animals found in
oating concentrations of sea-
weed provide food for some

: ducts used
mgdny ‘om, ice-cream to cos-
to fabric dyes. For

and other micro organisms for
research. Fomrtcul re, sea-
w?led can be us

using seaweed is also as a biofuel
in an at‘r,%rt to find alternmg;
sources of energy as opposed

trial counterparts, seaweeds are
vital for the functioning of the
ecosystems they are found in,
such as food for marine animals

e o e
. a multi
T

hold, cosmetic products, as a fer-
tilizer and an alternative fuel.



